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For Immediate Release

Kitsap County Department of Emergency Management Announces New Alert and Warning Program

Kitsap County, WA – Kitsap County Department of Emergency Management (KCDEM) is launching a new “Alert and Warning” program for residents of Kitsap County.  This exciting program lets Kitsap County residents voluntarily sign up to receive information from KCDEM via an email and in emergencies by telephone or text message.

The concept behind this program is, “Once Emergency Management has been warned, we strongly feel the public should have access to the same information” according to Phyllis Mann, Director of Kitsap County Department of Emergency Management.  She points out that KCDEM received excellent warnings before the windstorm last December.  “That type of situation is an ideal time to use an alert and warning program. We could alert citizens of the coming windstorm and remind them what steps to take to prepare themselves for the storm.  In the event of other type disasters, earthquakes, this program provides a timely way to inform people of shelters, recovery center locations and other important information.”

In addition to alerts the program also provides important awareness information. “We can remind people to change batteries in their smoke alarms, rotate food and water in their emergency kits, participate in the state wide earthquake drill, and other information for emergency planning,” said Mann.

To sign up for this program go to www.kitsapdem.org. Click on the “Sign up for the Alert and Warning Program” link.  Once you have completed the form online, you will be registered. 

People who sign up, will most often be alerted by email. The vulnerable population will have the ability to receive warnings through either telephone or email.  “We want to assure the public that this Alert and Warning Program will only be used for emergencies and preparedness information, nothing else”, said Mann.

For more information on this program, or for information to help you prepare for emergencies go to www.kitsapdem.org.
See attached for additional information about the PIER Program

PIER

(www.audiencecentral.com)

Kitsap County Emergency Management purchased this alert and warning program through a grant made possible through Homeland Security funding.  This program known as PIER (Public Information and Emergency Response System) is the world's first and only full spectrum on-demand communication management web-application. Where other collaboration tools and web content management system provide support for specific communication tasks, PIER is designed to put all critical tools needed by communicators into a single, easy-to-use communication platform. Push, pull and interactive communication are all managed in a highly efficient and tightly integrated manner. Communicators and an extended team can work together from anywhere at anytime to fully complete and manage a wide range of critical communication tasks. This capability has made PIER the undisputed leader in crisis communications and in other external and internal communication applications where speed, efficiency, and direct communication is important. 
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